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heliport, structm'e, as provided for in the
amendment.

With respect to this amendment, itTitle14 AERONAUTICS wi,1 be noted that two conditions must

AND SPACE be satisfied in order for a helicopteroperation to become an "extended over-
water operation." First, the operation

Chapter I--Federal Aviation Adminis- must be over water at a horizontal dis-
tration, Department of Transportation Lance of more than 50 nautical miles

iDocket No. 11422, Amdt. 1-22] from the nearest shoreline; and second,it must be more than 50 nautical miles
PART I--DEFINiTIONS AND from an off-shore heliport structure. Ac-

ABBREVIATIONS cordlngly, the operation of a helicopter
does not constitute an extended over-

Extended Over-Water Operations water operation when it is being oper-
The purpose of this amendment to ated within 50 nautical miles from the

Part 1 of the Federal Aviation Regula- nearest shoreline, nor does it constitute
tions is to accommodate the use of heli- such an operation when more than 50
copters in various types of operations re- nautical miles from the nearest shore-
quiringthem to operate _t distances line,ifit isbeing operated within 50
greaterthan 50 milesfrom the nearest nauticalmiles of an off-shoreheliport
shoreline, structure.
This amendment isbased on a notice This amendment differsfrom the pro-

of proposedrulemaking (Notice71-27) posalby omittingthe word "suitable"in
published in the FEDERALRZ0ZS_R on describing an "off-shore heliport struc-
September 28, 1971 (36 F.R. 19091). Lure," to ensure consistency with the

This amendment to the definition of _ definition of the term "heliport" as cur-
"extended over-water operation" makes rently prescribed in Part 1.
a distinction between those operations In consideration of the foregoing, the
conducted with aircraft other than hell- definition of "extended over-water oper-
copters and those conducted with hell- ation" in § 1.1 of the Federal Aviation
copters. Specifically, this amc#hdment Regulations is amended, effective April
changes the definition to make it en- 14, 1972, to read as follows:

compass a helicopter only if it is being § 1.1 General definitions.operated more than 50 nautical miles
from the nearestshoreline.and isnot * * * * *
within50 nauticalmilesof an off-shore "Extended over-water operation_
heliportstructure, means--
Comments receivedinresponsetoNo- (1) With respect to aircraftother

lice 71-27 were almost unanimous In than helicopters, and operation over
their approval of the proposed amend- ware4 at a horizontal distance of more
ment. Certain comments expressed the than 50 nautical miles from the nearest
opinion that the definition as amended shoreline; and
herein would be detrimental to safety (2) With respect to helicopters, an
=onsidering the limited gliding ability operation over water at a horizontal dis-
and seaworthiness of helicopters. How- .Lance of more than 50 nautical miles
ever, we do not believe such an opinion is
supported by helicopter operating expe- from the nearest shoreline and more than
rience under the current definition, 50 nautical miles from an off-shore hell-
which has permitted operationsto be portstructure.
conducted up to a distance of 50 miles , , , , .
from the nearest shoreline before coming (Sec. 318(a), Federal Aviation Act of 1958,
within the definition of an extended 40 U23.0. 1354(a); sec. 6(c), Department of
over-water operation, and it is reasonable Transportation Act, 49 U_S.C. 1655(c) )

to assume that operating experience will Issued in Washington, D.C., on April 10,
not differ for helicopter operations con- 1972.
ducted up to 50 miles from an off-shore J.H. SHAFFZR,

Administrator.
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(As published in the Federal Register /--37F.R. 7386--/on April 14, 1972)
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